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February 17, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. Second Sunday in Lent

For Reflection

“Compassion is the ability to be one with others
And sacrifice your needs for their needs
Without feeling depleted. Giving of self

With the realization that you are
In effect giving to self.”
Iyanla Vanzant - One Day My Soul Just Opened Up

Please stop by the Sound Booth if you wish to use a sound receiver today.
*The asterisk indicates the times when you are invited to stand if the Spirit so moves you.
You are invited to watch the screen up front to increase your participation in worship today.

PRELUDE & LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES Congregation

*“Come, Now is the Time to Worship” Acolyte: Camille Cribbs

*A SONG FOR THE SPIRIT Congregation
“You Are Holy”

We invite you to learn this new song and join in when you feel comfortable doing so.

*OPENING PRAYER Bret Naylor

Great, Holy God, your Spirit has come upon us and lives within us. You
have opened our eyes to see the beauty of your world and the faces of your
people. You have opened our ears to listen attentively to your Voice and
the cries of your children. You have opened our hearts to be touched with
compassion as a source of healing and friendship. You have opened our
minds to understand the purpose of our being alive at this moment. You
have given us everything we need to be a peaceful presence at a time when
so many people are drunk with violence. You love us so abundantly that we
have so much love to give away. Thank you for your mercy. Thank you for
guiding and inspiring us to do our best, and to go forward without giving
up. Hallelujah. Shalom. Salaam. RIGHT ON! Amen.

A SONG FROM THE HEART Congregation
“1 Sing Praises to Your Name”

The congregation may be seated.

OUR COMMON LIFE

A Time for One Great Hour of Sharing Ross & Allen King

A Time to Give Bret Naylor
A Time to Act Pastor Art Cribbs
A Time to Dedicate Ourselves and Our Gifts Bret Naylor

We bring our offerings before you with gladness and thanksgiving. Thank you
for making it possible for us to give as freely as we have received. Bless these
gifts that they may be used in your service. We dedicate ourselves and our gifts
to you, O God. Amen.

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN
Story “Yes, Jesus Loves Us!” Pastor Cribbs
Our Common Prayer

Children are welcome to proceed downstairs to their sanctuary at this time
for CHILDREN WORSHIP AND WONDER.
Miss Barbara is available to care for the youngest children.

Music to Bless the Children




CHORAL ANTHEM “Into the Garden” Chancel Choir
Written and Arranged by Douglas Nolan with Music by Peter Lutkin

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:1-17 Bret Naylor
New Revised Standard Version

REFLECTIONS “Respect and Challenge” Pastor Cribbs

MUSIC OF THE SPHERES Chip Colvin/Randall Allen/Nathan York

TIME OF PRAYER

Preparation for Prayer “God, Fill Me Now” Congregation
Prayers of the People Pastor Cribbs
*SENDING HYMN “As Moses Raised the Serpent Up” NCH #605
Congregation Harm: Douglas

*BENEDICTION Pastor Cribbs
*CHANGING OF THE LIGHT Bret Naylor
*POSTLUDE Colvin/Allen/York

The Christian Education department has made us aware that the Children Worship
and Wonder service continues for 20 to 30 minutes after the adult service has con-
cluded. They have requested that, as much as possible, conversations be held at a low
volume when exiting through the parking lot or anywhere outside of the Wonder
Room on the lower floor. Thank you!

Everyone is welcome to have some coffee and i Em
. . . =
conversation next door after the service. Thanks to A
Guylaine Boucahrd and Kris Cunz for treating us today! WeELCOME
VISITORS!
We express a warm welcome to all who have joined us this
morning!
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This Church is affiliated with the United Church of Christ,
a denomination dedicated to spiritual growth, faith with
action and social transformation.

If you’re visiting today, please stop by our Visitor’s Center
in the Entryway to sign our Guest Book, fill out a visitor
card (with nametag so we can greet you by name) and re-
ceive information about everything happening here.

Next Sunday ¥ February 24, 2008

10:00 a.m. Morning Worship
Third Sunday in LENT
“Water, Word, Witness” by Pastor Art Cribbs
Text: John 4:5-42 Liturgist: Connie James-Gililland

Tuesday: 7pm - SOUL FOOD will convene in Fireside Room.
Thursday: 7pm - Choir Rehearsal
Next Sunday: 11:30am — Board of Christian Ed. meets in Green Rm.
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CRIBBS NOTES

Many of us live with so much gunk in our lives it is hard to believe how much
God really loves us. Yet, we muddle along in an effort to overcome any nagging
feelings that may cause us to perform below par. Our souls are operating on
less than a full tank of confidence and inspiration. Too often, it takes every bit of
energy we can muster just to complete the most meager task. We sometimes
feel like giving up, pulling up the sheets, and going back to sleep. The gunk is
blocking our path.

on the Pastor’s Message

We are designed to confront both real and imagined obstacles that get in the
way of our ability to live up to our potential. Built into our spiritual DNA are the
necessary components to overcome disappointment, gossip, and those sluggish
moments that make every step an insurmountable climb over high hurdles. To
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borrow the current mantra in a highly charged political environment, “YES, WE
CAN!" “Si, se puede!”

On the night of Nicodemus’ secret visit to Jesus, there was something push-
ing and rubbing against the depths of the priest’s conscience. Steeped in the
laws, history, and theology of his faith, Nicodemus was far from satisfied with
himself and his relationship with God. The tugging became too great for him to
go on as he had. His very person was disturbed and he needed comfort that
could only come from the rabbi without credentials.

Nicodemus needed to know if Jesus was truly the One who had been promised
by the prophets of old. He had witnessed the ‘signs’ that Jesus performed and
was more than mildly curious about the source of his power. Nicodemus wanted
confirmation; he asked the pertinent questions. But, there remained blockage.
He was not able to fully comprehend Jesus’ response.

Many of us share Nicodemus’ frustration. We can become captives of our
guest to the point where we are unable to realize our own resolve. External mat-
ters take precedence and cause us to miss the profound yet simple solution that
resides within us. God’s love anticipates our desire to be fully united in right rela-
tionship with the divine. We have been given an unbroken bond that connects us
with God, but there is something that makes us doubt the extent of God’s love for
us. Nicodemus articulated our concern. He embodied our fears.

How can we accept God’s love when we have not accepted our love for our-
selves? This is not an egotistical affection based on inflated impressions. We
have the ability to love ourselves beyond measure, but we hold back. Instead,
too often, we hoard experiences that justify our reasons to minimize our joy, hap-
piness, and peace. We stand in the way of receiving God'’s love for us.

So, Jesus tells Nicodemus, “You must be born from above.” That was very
strange talk and Nicodemus did not understand it. He immediately interpreted
what Jesus said as a physical re-birth through his mother's womb. He missed
the point entirely. But, we cannot judge him harshly. Many of us still miss point
even as we are judgmental.

God’s love is to be accepted, received, respected, and shared. Those are the
components that make it possible to live up to our potential. We cannot substi-
tute our hardened attitudes that reduce our powerful presence with a selfish con-
sumption of exclusive godly love doses. We have to give our love away with

abandon. We are vessels from which loves flows freely with an endless supply
of forgiveness and mercy.

Jesus shows us how to accomplish our purpose of reflecting God'’s love with
every breath, step, and encounter. His message to Nicodemus was: know how
you have been formed and don’t be afraid to live your life fully alive with gratitude
to the One who gives us life. God loves the world. God loves you! Go and live
with the confidence there is nothing that can separate you from the love of God.

-Pastor Art Cribbs
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UCC Calendar of Prayer: Respect and Challenge

The Community United Church of Christ in Boulder, Colorado seek to be a
community of Christian believers and as their name suggests, they are chal-
lenged to respect and work through one another's differences. In their Open
and Affirming Statement, they write: "We welcome all individuals and fami-
lies: be they lesbian, gay, bisexual, heterosexual; single parent and couples,
nuclear and blended, extended, step and/or same sex parents, as they strive
to function faithfully in response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Christ's
principles of love and justice, grace and mercy. Such faithfulness is a re-
sponse to God's Spirit and is guided by responsibility, accountability, trust
and mutual nurturance.

We acknowledge God's gift of sexuality with its joyous power and challenging mystery. We be-
lieve that people of all sexual orientations share the worth that comes from being unique individu-
als created by God. We will continue to reach out to those who feel they have been exiled from
their spiritual community or from the community at large.

Community United Church of Christ, Boulder, Colorado, declares itself to be Open and Affirming
of women and men of all ages, races, abilities, and sexual orientations who desire to share in its
services, its leadership and its activities."



From our Global Ministries partners:

Pray for Hong Kong on Sunday, February 17, 2008

Lectionary Text and Prayers for Hong Kong: John 3:1-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Holy God, the whole world yearns to enter Your Kingdom of peace and justice.
Yet, as You taught us, Your Kingdom comes through the Cross - the emblem of
suffering and sacrificial love. May the people of Hong Kong learn the way of Jesus
Christ, who came to serve, not to be served. May the churches of Hong Kong fol-
low the example of Your Son, who showed us that only in dying to self are we
are born to eternal life. May the churches and people of China show forth Your
glory - not through our wealth but by our generosity, not through our power but
by our compassion, not through our will but by Your will done on earth as it is
heaven. Amen.

(Prayer by Judy Chan)
Prayer Requests:

e For more compassionate action
by the Hong Kong Govern-
ment to assist the 1.2 million
people living below the pov-
erty line

o For citizens to embrace the
privilege and responsibility to
contribute to the future politi-
cal development of Hong Kong

e For Hong Kong churches and Christians to be more aware of their pro-
phetic call to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with their God
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Mission Moment

You Just Have to Ask

“What am | going to do with my life?

How can | make a difference?

For what purpose was | created?”

Maybe these are questions most of us ask at one time or another in
our lives. For some, they are questions that lead to wondering
about a “vocation”—a call to serve God through ministry in the
church. In the United Church of Christ, we have a special website
designed for anyone who wonders whether ministry is for them.
Even if you're just curious, you might want to check out
www.askthequestion.org. It's a site to help people on their journey
of exploration. There are video testimonies from others who have
asked themselves the question, resources for prayer and study,
and an online forum about church vocations. In February, we cele-
brate Church Vocations Sunday. Maybe someone you know would
make a wonderful pastor . . . maybe you are someone who has
wondered about answering God’s call in your life. Go to ask-
thequestion.org and explore. If you don't ask, you'll never know.

February 2008
God is still speaking,




CHURCH OFFICERS

1Y ToTe [=T = (o S Connie James-Gililland
LI T2 LU (= Scott Cameron
ClerK.. s Susan Jakubowski-Weiner
Financial Secretary ... Dick Lashley
Historian ... Virginia Lashley
Past Moderator .............cccooveiiiii Holly Ann Burns
STAFF

= ] (] Art Cribbs
Pastoral Assistant, Director of Music/Theatre.............. Donald Shenk
Preschool Director ............cccoeeeeeeeeeee . Connie James-Gililland
ACCOMPANIST ..t Chip Colvin
GUItAIISES ..vveie e Randall Allen & Nathan York
Section Leaders............ Sarah Parnicky (sop); Alexandra Loutsion (mez)

Guylaine Bouchard (alto); Andrew Martinez (ten)
Director of Christian Education ............cccccceeevvviinnnnee. Cathy Kotowski
Childcare Provider .......cccoevvviiiiiiiiieeeceeiie e Barbara Sanchez
Ceremony Coordinator.............uuuvvriirrrinninieiiniinnnnn. Donald Shenk
Sound TEChNICIAN .......iiiiii e Eric Stimes
Usher Coordinator............coovvvviiiiiiiii John Stanley
WEDPEISON.....coiiiiii e Holly Ann Burns

Interim Conference Ministers.....Revs. Jane Hoffman & June Botwell

Our Mission: “In response to God’s all-encompassing presence and unconditional love, we
at San Marino Congregational United Church of Christ, a worship-centered community, are
spreading the Good News of God'’s love to all, working to heal human divisions, and striving
for peace and justice.”

We are an Open and Affirming (“ONA”) church. We affirm the rich complexity of God's
creation, which includes every person and many forms of family. We welcome into our open
communion and community God's beloved children of all ethnicities, nationalities, ages, gen-
ders, sexual orientations, physical or mental limitations, economic and family circumstances,
and faith backgrounds. We affirm and celebrate all loving and committed relationships. We
commit ourselves to the defense of the spiritual, civic, and human rights of all people, and to
the promotion of their well being in our Church and communities.




